The role of fibrin formation in the pathogenesis of bacteremic shock in the primate.
In this study, an attempt was made to elucidate further the role of intravascular fibrin formation in the pathogenesis of sepsis in the primate. It was found that injected live Escherichia coli caused death in primates within four to 11 hours as a result of microcirculatory failure and acidosis. Pretreatment with Arvin did not prolong the survival rate, probably because of an overloading of the reticuloendothelial system with fibrin degradation products. This study does not support an obligatory role for intravascular coagulation or fibrin formation in primate sepsis and coincides with an earlier report (6) from this laboratory on cats. Vascular damage and malfunction, secondary to mediators released by platelets, leukocytes, red cells or Hageman factor, are not ruled out.